




Agenda

1. Define “advocacy”
2. Explain Texas Impact’s approach
3. Unpack specific steps in the process
4. Leave time for questions



What do we mean by “policy advocacy?”
Encouraging a legislator to support or oppose a policy 

● Vote yes or no on a bill or an amendment to a bill
● Be favorable or unfavorable to the purpose of a bill
● Be favorable or unfavorable to a policy idea or direction

● Includes influencing other stakeholders and influencers
● All year—not just during legislative session

Is it lobbying? Sometimes.



Texas Impact’s Mission

The mission of Texas Impact is to provide a presence of religious 
social concern to the Texas Legislature, designed to influence 

public policy for the common good, especially on behalf of the 
poor, the disadvantaged, and victims of discrimination.

• Mobilize members of religious communities to speak out on issues of 
racial, economic, and social justice related to Texas state government

• Equip people of faith to have effective religious grassroots communication 
with Texas legislators



Okay, now: take a deep breath.



Really.
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Texas Impact’s Advocacy Structure

● Issue teams meet year-round
● Equipping events during the interim
● Issue agenda set biennially by faith community reps
● “Marching Orders Monday” during legislative session
● Mobilizing events at the Capitol during session

Home Base is the Action Center on our website





What’s in the Action Center?

● Legislative information
● Election information
● Action Team links
● “How-to” for various advocacy actions
● Sign-up links for our content
● Weekly “to-do list” (year-round, not just in session)



Legislative Information



Election Information



Action Teams



Action Teams-Detail



“Use Your Voice” (how-to’s)



Stay Informed



Weekly To-Do List

During Session:

● Call legislators about bills
● Testify in committees
● Sign-on statements
● Attend events

During Legislative Interim:

● Sign-on statements
● Attend meetings
● Attend events
● Testify in committees



Scott’s Rapid Response Network

● Marching Orders Monday
● Email Action Alerts
● Weekly throughout session
● More frequent in April & May
● Shareable content
● Engage your own networks



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uWgYO4uID7Y


Questions?


