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Why are you 
concerned about gun 
violence?

- Homicides
- Intercommunity violence

- Domestic violence

- Organized crime

- Suicides

- Accidental shootings

- Youth violence

- Political violence 

- Mass shootings



Homicides
● Black men make up less than 2% of 

the population and are 25% of gun 
homicides 

● Black Americans as a whole are 6 
times more likely to die by gun 
homicide than White Americans 

● Young Hispanic men are 3 times 
more likely to die by gun homicide.





Domestic Violence
● 205 Texans killed by domestic violence in 2023
● Domestic abusers with access to a firearm are 5 times more likely 

than other abusers to kill their partner.



Suicides

● Gun suicides make up the majority 
of gun deaths in Texas and in the 
country as a whole

● White men in Texas over the age 
of 34 constituted 45% of gun 
suicides in 2022, despite 
representing only 12% of the 
population

● Increase in black teen suicides



Suicides
● Gun suicides make up the 

majority of gun deaths in 
Texas and in the country as a 
whole

● White men in Texas over the 
age of 34 constituted 45% of 
gun suicides in 2022, despite 
representing only 12% of the 
population

● Increase in black teen 
suicides





Youth Deaths
Guns are the leading cause of death for youth



Mass Shootings



Status Quo

- Good guys with guns

- Deregulation of firearms in 

public spaces

- Deregulation of licensing

- Hardening tactics

- Protection of the firearm 

industry

- Myths



“Hardening”

● Increase in security measures at vulnerable locations like 

schools

● Can help mitigate a crisis

● Doesn’t prevent shootings



● One study published in 2014 
by a team from Johns 
Hopkins uncovered how 
efforts by the Missouri GOP 
to overturn that state’s 
permit to purchase 
handguns law were 
associated with an increase 
in annual firearm homicides 
of 1.09 per 100,000, which 
works out to an increase of 
between 55 and 63 
homicides per year in 
Missouri.

● Right-to-carry laws 
allow people to carry 
concealed weapons in 
public 

● Several studies linked 
increased firearm 
exposure in the general 
population to increased 
gun homicides, 
suicides, workplace 
shootings, and the like.

● “Stand your ground laws” 
allow “defensive” firearm use 
when people feel threatened

● In 2017 the Journal of the 
American Medical Association 
found that Florida’s 
stand-your-ground law 
implemented in 2005 has led 
to an increase in the state’s 
overall monthly homicide rate 
by 24.4% and the homicide by 
firearm rate by 31.6%

Deregulating Licensing Right to Carry Stand Your Ground



Myths

● Cities are overrun with 

crime

● Immigrants are increasing 

crime

● Mental health problems 

create mass shooters

Reality

● Rural populations have had 
the a largest increase in 
gun violence, and now 
surpass city rates

● Immigrants (legal and non) 
are less likely than 
Americans to commit crimes

● Mental health is a factor in 
mass shootings, but not in 
the way people think









Bills in the 89th 

- Safe Storage Laws
- Raise the age to 21
- Community Violence 

Intervention
- Mechanisms to take firearms 

away from prohibited people
- Straw purchasing laws
- Mainstream policies

- Red flag laws, universal 
background checks, waiting 
periods



Safe Storage
Safe Storage and Gun Sales: HB 639 by Rep. Goodwin

SB 661 would require licensed firearm dealers to provide a firearm safety device or secure 
firearm storage device and certain information with the transfer of a firearm



Raising the age to own/purchases 
semi-automatic-style rifles

Raising the Age to Purchase Certain Rifles: HB 313 by Rep. Johnson; HB 306 
by Rep. Lalani; HB 384 by Rep. Goodwin

These bills would raise the age to purchase certain semi-automatic-style rifles to 21 years 
of age. Most mass shooters are under the age of 21 and frequently use 

semi-automatic-style rifles. By raising the age to buy these types of rifles to 21 (which is 
also the legal age to purchase handguns) Texas could decrease the likelihood of mass 

shootings. 



Investing in Community Violence Intervention

Creation of Office of Youth & Safety: SB 661 by Sen. West
SB 661 would create the Office of Youth Health & Safety, an office dedicated to promoting 

trauma-responsive and culturally informed services for children engaging in delinquent 
conduct in a manner that supports the child’s successful transition to adulthood. The office 

would provide much-needed resources to communities that experience higher levels of 
violence. 

Investing in CVI: HB 230 by Rep. Rosenthal
HB 230 would create the Office of Community Violence Intervention and Prevention and 

dedicate resources to community violence intervention (CVI) programs. CVI programs have 
shown success in reducing violence across the country by relying on credible community 

relationships and addressing systemic issues that lead to violence such as food insecurity. 



Disposal of Firearms by Prohibited Persons: HB 857 by Rep. Moody
HB 857 requires the disposal of firearms by individuals prohibited from owning firearms, 

such as convicted felons, those convicted of family violence, and others. Often those 
forbidden from owning firearms face no legitimate process to ensure their firearms are 

disposed of or surrendered—HB 857 fills this gap and creates such a process. 

Surrender of Firearms and Protective Orders: HB 234 by Rep. Johnson
HB 857 creates process to remove firearms from someone with a family protective order 

against them.

Removal of Firearms from 
Prohibited Persons



Firearm Trafficking: HB 214 by Rep. Guillen
HB 214 creates a state level offense for firearm and ammunition smuggling 

and terrorism. This follows federal statute and would help address straw 
purchasing and illegal gun trafficking.  

Addressing Gun Trafficking 



1. Connect Congregations, 
Universities, Advocates, and 
Texans across the state 

2. Engage communities to learn 
about the reality of gun 
violence in their neighborhoods 

3. Mobilize our partners to join 
city initiatives aimed at 
reducing gun violence and to 
head to the Texas Capitol in 
2025 and work towards 
legislative action

VIDAS 
ROBADAS



Join us on February 27th!

Scan the code to register! Scan the code to volunteer! 



Questions?















The Dickey Amendment, 1996

● Stipulated that “none of the funds made 
available for the injury prevention and control at 
the Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
may be used to advocate or promote gun 
control.”

● Created a chilling effect in federal research into 
gun violence

● Divided states by ideology and information



The Heller Decision, 2008

● District of Columbia v. Heller, case in which the U.S. 
Supreme Court on June 26, 2008, held (5–4) that the 
Second Amendment guarantees an individual right to 
possess firearms independent of service in a state 
militia.

● Started new era of gun ownership

● Led to deregulation of firearms in some states



The Mass Shooting Epidemic

● Reinvigorated research into gun violence

● Parkland shooting led to the clarification that the 
Dickey Amendment does not prevent federal research 
into gun violence

● In 2019 Congress resumed allocated funds to federal 
research into gun violence



The Bipartisan Safer Communities 
Act, 2022

● Passed in reaction to the Buffalo, NY and Uvalde, TX 
mass shootings

● Enhance Background Checks for Buyers Under 21
● Disarm Domestic Abusers
● Crack Down on Gun Trafficking
● Funds for mental health, school safety, CVI 

programs, and state Red Flag laws



The Bruen Decision, 2022
● New York Rifle & Pistol Association Inc. v. Bruen

● At issue was a permit law on the books in New York City 
since 1913 that allowed officials to regulate who could 
carry loaded guns into some public spaces

● Was a law that was instrumental to NYC decrease in gun 
violence

● 6–3 decision, the Supreme Court ruled that New York's 
law was unconstitutional and that the ability to carry 
a pistol in public was a constitutional right 
guaranteed by the Second Amendment.



HOW DO WE MOVE FORWARD?
● Continue to work towards data-informed policy

● Re-invest in communities and public trust

● Redefine what gun ownership is 

● JOIN A TEAM!

○ Moms Demand Action

○ Giffords Gun Owners for Safety

○ Texas Impact’s Ending Gun Violence Issue Team




