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INTRODUCTION
● Fabi Olvera Benitez 

○ Texas Impact
○ Immigration Education 

& Advocacy Manager

● Sarah Cruz
○ ACLU Texas
○ Border & Immigrant 

Rights Strategist



AGENDA ● Push And Pull Factors 
● Asylum Definition 
● Federal Policy Changes 
● 2023 CBP Data 
● Rio Grande Valley 
● Courts & Ports 
● Texas SB4 And Operation 

Lone Star
● Get Involved
● Q & A



PUSH & PULL 
FACTORS OF 
MIGRATION AND 
DISPLACEMENT

PUSH 
● War
● Climate change
● Govt. instability
● Economic crises
● Violence: gang / gender
● Persecution: LQBTQ+ / 

Religious 
● Poverty 

PULL
● Safety
● Freedom
● Family
● Economic 

opportunity
● “American dream”

https://www.bushcenter.org/publications/policy-recommendation-

central-america-migration

https://www.bushcenter.org/publications/policy-recommendation-central-america-migration
https://www.bushcenter.org/publications/policy-recommendation-central-america-migration


ASYLUM 
DEFINITION 

8 U.S. Code § 1101- Refugee

● Unwilling or unable 
to return to home 
country because of 
persecution 

● Or a well-founded 
fear of persecution 

● On account of 
○ Race, 
○ Religion,
○ Nationality,
○ Membership 

in a particular 
social group,

○ Political 
opinion

8 U.S. Code § 1158- Asylum

● “Physically 
present in the 
United States 

● Or who arrives in 
the United States 
(whether or not 
at a designated 
port of arrival)”

https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/asylum

https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=8-USC-2032517217-1201680101&term_occur=999&term_src=title:8:chapter:12:subchapter:II:part:I:section:1158
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/asylum


2023 FEDERAL 
POLICY CHANGES

https://www.state.gov/u-s-government-announces-sweeping-new-actions-

to-manage-regional-migration/

https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/national-media-release/cbp-releases-nov

ember-2023-monthly-update

JANUARY 2023

● CBP One Mobile 
Application 
(1,450/day) (360,000)

● CHVN Parole Program 
(297,000)

● Regional Processing 
Centers 

MAY 2023

● End of Title 42
● Title 8/ Expedited 

Removal
● Circumvention of 

Lawful Pathways rule: 
“asylum transit ban”

NOVEMBER 2023

● Ongoing 
Congress 
Negotiations

https://www.state.gov/u-s-government-announces-sweeping-new-actions-to-manage-regional-migration/
https://www.state.gov/u-s-government-announces-sweeping-new-actions-to-manage-regional-migration/
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/national-media-release/cbp-releases-november-2023-monthly-update
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/national-media-release/cbp-releases-november-2023-monthly-update


2023 CBP DATA
  

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/01/09/o

pinion/immigration-in-one-chart.html

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/01/09/opinion/immigration-in-one-chart.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/01/09/opinion/immigration-in-one-chart.html


RIO GRANDE 
VALLEY UPDATES

● Progreso Bridge 

● Matamoros encampment

● Deportation flights from Mexico

● Non Governmental Organizations 

○ Team Brownsville

○ The Sidewalk School 

○ La Posada Providencia

○ Humanitarian Respite Center

 



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1CeBjN52u08mMchydBZr4PvH8Dp917EZ_/preview

