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Member Institutions

Baptist: Cooperative Baptist Fellowship in Texas Christian Church (Disciples of Christ): 
Trinity-Brazos Area• Bluebonnet Area • Southwest Region Episcopal Church: Diocese of West 
Texas• Diocese of Texas Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA): Northern 
Texas-Northern Louisiana Synod • Southwestern Texas Synod • Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast 
Synod Jewish: Jewish Federation of Greater Dallas • National Council of Jewish Women • 
Religious Action Center-Texas Muslim: Islamic Circle of North America • Emgage • Texas 
Muslim Women’s Foundation • Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.): Mission Presbytery • Palo Duro 
Presbytery • Tres Rios Presbytery • Presbytery of the New Covenant • Society of Friends: South 
Central Yearly Meeting • United Methodist Church: Central Texas Conference • North Texas 
Conference • Northwest Texas Conference • Rio Texas Conference • Texas Conference • 
Methodist Federation for Social Action: Rio Texas and Central Texas Chapters • United Church 
of Christ: South Central Conference • Unitarian Universalist: Texas Unitarian Universalist 
Justice Ministry • Ecumenical and Interfaith Groups: United Women in Faith • Church Women 
United • Interfaith Action of Central Texas • Interfaith Ministries for Greater Houston • 
CitySquare • Faith Commons • Faith Forward Dallas • Tarrant Churches Together



Legislative Agenda



2024 Election Dates

● March 5, 2024 = Party Primaries
○ Candidate Filing Deadline: Dec. 11, 2023
○ Early Voting Begins: Feb. 20th

● May 4, 2024 = Local Elections 
○ Candidate Filing Period: Jan 17 - Feb. 16
○ Early Voting Begins: April 22

● May 28, 2024 = Primary Runoffs
○ Early Voting Begins: May 20

● November 5, 2024 = General Election
○ Local Election Filing Period: July 20 - Aug. 19
○ Early Voting Begins: Oct. 21



Public Education & The 2024 Primary 



Vouchers & HB 1

● What is a voucher? 
○ Any diversion of public money for private education
○ Vouchers disproportionately redistribute money from rural and 

low-income school districts to wealthy, suburban parents. 

● HB 1
○ Entitled a parent to $10,500 per child for private education
○ Texas currently spends $6,160 per pupil in public education

● 84-63
○ The vote by which the voucher provision was removed from HB 1



The Primary & 
Public Education

 



Remember 2011!  



Vouchers: Separate & Unequal

  



Constituents Killed Vouchers, But Will They Vote? 

  



Texas Senate vs. 
Texas House

 



The Numbers

● 22 million voting age Texans
● 1 in 5 (19%) are not registered
● Presidential Election = 52%
● Gubernatorial Election = 25%-42*%
● 95% of the Texas Legislature effectively elected in the Primary
● Primary Election = 14% (both parties)

○ 5:4:5 ratio of D:R:T
● Runoffs 

○ Turnout drops. By how much is hard to say…
○ 2012 = Senator Cruz wins with 3.5% of Texas’ VAP (650,000 votes)
○ 2014 = Lt. Gov Patrick wins with 2.5% of Texas’ VAP (450,000 votes)



Jay Gould  



Wayne Wheeler  



Resources: “Road 
to the 89th Texas 
House” 

 



How partisan politics 
create “false 
binaries” that 
prevent rational 
deliberation on 
policy supported by 
71% of Texans. 

 



Making Informed 
Voters: Who 
Represents Me?



Resources: “Road 
to the 89th Texas 
House” 

 



Resources: Every 
R/D Primary in 
Texas House

 



Resources: Patrick 
Svitek, Texas 
Tribune’s 
spreadsheet

 



Resources: Record 
Votes

 



All Roads Lead To 
Midland



Summary: What 
you can do

Join Public School Defenders

Link to Svitek Spreadsheet

Link to 2024 Public School 
Primaries Spreadsheet

Link to Record Vote Spreadsheet

https://secure.everyaction.com/Vnl8JHlgW0WWAbsefJwh0g2?emci=9a7c53eb-2415-ee11-a9bb-00224832eb73&emdi=8c7ae461-2a15-ee11-a9bb-00224832eb73&ceid=530344
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16MN3jgXeAPTE1m5hnUc2_3BKHkH8J-fLDO2PYvZQPMA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1nl9mXTffVE6pkoSWHnwdCw5UrTWgK9fbg0W5mc0-o2k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1nl9mXTffVE6pkoSWHnwdCw5UrTWgK9fbg0W5mc0-o2k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1TWYoqhdXw2q6TgevMPkcwpattgEsoWys/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=101021239156503284095&rtpof=true&sd=true

