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Do you think climate 
change is an important 
issue?







When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the 
Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, 
an expert in the law, asked him a question to test him. 
“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
greatest?” He said to him, “ ‘You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two 
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”
Matthew 22:34-40



Climate Change 
and our Neighbors

Climate change impacts affect 
everyone. But the most severe 
impacts are borne by those who 
are already marginalized.



Climate Change 
and our Neighbors

The church’s mission work 
includes work in sectors that are 
influenced by climate change.

● Agriculture/food security
● Water
● Public health
● Immigration/migration
● Ministry among unhoused 

people



Climate Change 
and our Neighbors

Climate change affects the 
budgets of our churches, which 
impacts our ability to do ministry.



Climate Change Policy:
International to Local



What is COP? •Yearly gathering of the 
Parties to the United 
Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC)
•Purpose: to discuss 
progress on climate 
change action and to 
make plans for future 
efforts



COP Language •Paris Agreement
•Nationally 
Determined 
Contributions (NDCs)
•Adaptation
•Mitigation
•Ambition
•Stocktake



Climate Finance:
Loss and Damage

Monetary fund, funded 
by contributions from 
developed nations, to 
support work of 
adaptation and 
mitigation in 
developing nations



COP28 In Sequence
● COP27 - Loss and Damage
● COP28 - Stocktake
● COP29 - NDCs



Why should Texas 
voters be informed 
about international 
climate policy?



Why should Texas 
voters be informed 
about international 
climate policy?

•Texas is at risk from 
many climate 
impacts
•Texas is an energy 
producing state
•Ambitious NDCs and 
climate finance 
require the support of 
Congress



Climate Mitigation Benefits Everybody



Advocacy 
Opportunities:
State and Local

Energy

● Renewables
● Battery Storage
● Energy Efficiency
● Demand Response

Environmental Quality

● Methane

Public Transportation



Advocacy 
Opportunities: 
Federal

● Support regulation of GHGs 
as a pollutant

● Climate change concerns in 
Farm Bill

● Commitment to funding 
climate finance (Loss and 
Damage Fund, Green Climate 
Fund)

● Support IRA
● Oppose permits for LNG 

terminals



Thank You

Becca Edwards

becca@texasimpact.org


