






Texas Hard to Count Populations

 If 73% or fewer of the tract's households that received a census questionnaire
mailed it back to the Census Bureau, it is shaded in light orange-to-dark red as a
hard-to-count tract on the map.
 

Young children under the age of five.
Highly mobile people.
Racial and ethnic minorities.
Non-English speakers.
Low income people.
People experiencing homelessness.

Hard-to-count populations can fall into many categories including:
Undocumented immigrants.
People who distrust the government.
LGBTQ persons.
People with mental or physical disabilities.
People who do not live in traditional housing.
Residents of colonias.

For the purpose of this map, a census tract is considered hard-to-count (HTC) if its
self-response rate in the 2010 decennial census was 73% or less.

These areas and population groups are considered "hard to count", because the Census Bureau sends
enumerators into the field to talk with each non-responding household one-by-one. This "non-
response follow-up" component of the census can be difficult, time-consuming, & costly (to the
Bureau, and to taxpayers). If these groups and their communities are not counted fairly & accurately,
they will be deprived of equal political representation and vital public and private resources.

The goal of this map is to highlight the areas of the country that are hardest to count, and to provide
information to local, regional/statewide, & national organizations who are working to make sure these
hard-to-count areas & populations are fully counted to help ensure a fair and accurate census.


