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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND

HIAS, INC,, et al.,
Plaintiffs,
V. Civil Action No. 8:19-cv-3346-PJM

DONALD TRUMP, in his official capacity as
President of the United States, et al.,

N N N N N N N N N

Defendants.

MOTION OF AMICI JEWISH COUNCIL FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS,
CATHOLIC CHARITIES USA, THE GREATER MILWAUKEE SYNOD
OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA,
THE ST. LOUIS JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL, AND
OTHER FAITH-BASED ORGANIZATIONS FOR LEAVE TO FILE AMICUS
BRIEF IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFES’ MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

This Motion is filed on behalf of the Jewish Council for Public Affairs, Catholic Charities
USA, the Greater Milwaukee Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the St.
Louis Jewish Communities Relations Council, and 25 other faith-based organizations, all of
which are identified below in section 1 of this Motion, entitled “Interests of Amici” (all of Amici
are not named here because of the large number of Amici). Amici represent a broad spectrum of
different faiths.

1. Interests of Amici

Statement of Interest of the Jewish Council for Public Affairs

The Jewish Council for Public Affairs (“JCPA”) is an umbrella organization whose
members consist of 125 local community relations councils; and 17 national Jewish agencies,
which include civil and human rights organizations and religious bodies representing the four
major streams of Judaism in the United States (Orthodox, Conservative, Reform and

Reconstructionist). JCPA builds consensus amongst its members in responding to current events
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and adoption of public policy positions. JCPA has a long-standing policy, informed by sacred
Jewish texts, in favor of providing refuge to those who suffer from persecution in their country
of origin and has long advocated in Congress and the executive branch in favor of refugee
resettlement in the United States. A number of the local community relations council members
of JCPA are involved in refugee resettlement efforts (e.g., the camp for refugee children operated
by the St. Louis Jewish Community Relations Council described infra).

Statement of Interest of Catholic Charities USA

Catholic Charities USA (CCUSA) is a national membership organization representing
more than 167 diocesan Catholic Charities member agencies, which operate more than 2,600
service locations across the country. Their diverse array of social services reached more than
12.5 million individuals in need last year, and include immigration and refugee services. In 2018,
108 Catholic Charities agencies across the country helped welcome and integrate over 300,000
immigrants, refugees, and asylees.

Statement of Interest of the Greater Milwaukee Synod of the ELCA

The Greater Milwaukee Synod ("GMS”) is one of 65 synods of the four million member
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. GMS is comprised of 121 congregations with 71,849
baptized members in southeastern Wisconsin. GMS is one of 6 synods in Wisconsin and the
Upper Peninsula of Michigan which appoint board members of Lutheran Social Services
(“LSS”), which is the Wisconsin affiliate of plaintiff Lutheran Immigration and Refugee
Services (“LIRS”). LSS and GMS congregations have worked, and continue to work, closely to
resettle refugees in Wisconsin.

Statement of Interest of the St. Louis Jewish Community Relations Council

The St. Louis Jewish Community Relations Council (“StL JCRC”) is an umbrella
organization whose 33 member organizations include local congregations from across the Jewish
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religious spectrum, various local non-profit agencies, including the Jewish Federation of St.
Louis, and the local affiliates of several national organizations, including the Anti-Defamation
League, the American Jewish Committee, and the National Council of Jewish Women. JCRC
has a long-standing history of supporting resettlement of refugees and, as discussed further
below, has run a camp for children of refugees for the past 3 years.

Statement of Interest of The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)

ELCA is a 501(c)(3) organization which has nearly 10,000 congregations and
approximately 4 million adherents in the United States. The overall mission of the ELCA relies
on working for healing and justice in the world, upholding and protecting the dignity and human
rights of all people, and challenging the dynamics of power and privilege that create barriers to
participation and equity. We have a closed collaborative relationship with Plaintiff LIRS, in
which we engage in advocacy efforts to support refugee resettlement here. Many of our synods
and congregations engage directly in refugee resettlement efforts.

Statement of interest of the Union for Reform Judaism, the Central Conference of
American Rabbis, Women of Reform Judaism, and Men of Reform Judaism

The Union for Reform Judaism, whose nearly 850 congregations across North America
include 1.5 million Reform Jews; the Central Conference of American Rabbis, whose
membership includes more than 2,000 Reform rabbis; Women of Reform Judaism, which
represents more than 65,000 women in nearly 500 women’s groups in North America and around
the world; and Men of Reform Judaism have a longstanding and deep history supporting refugee
resettlement. As Jews, we have known the experience of both fleeing persecution and being
“strangers in strange lands,” making us especially sensitive to the plight of those seeking refuge

today. Our work today includes advocacy for robust refugee admissions, and many of our
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congregations and communities provide direct training, resources, and support to refugees in
their areas.

Statement of Interest of the United Methodist Committee on Relief

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (“UMCOR?”), a 501-C-3 and part of the
General Board of Global Ministries, is the disaster response and development arm of the United
Methodist Church. UMCOR has currently invested over $4 million in open grants to
organizations around the world working on migration issues On behalf of Methodist people,
UMCOR started its work of alleviating suffering without regard to race or creed back in 1940,
largely motivated by the needs of displaced persons during World War Il, assisting refugees and
migrants of all types. Early on, and to this day, United Methodist congregations have been
engaged in the ministry of refugee resettlement. In 1948 UMCOR first partnered with CWS to
resettle refugees from war-torn Europe. Welcoming the stranger is a vital part of the Judeo-
Christian tradition. Jesus was a refugee. Welcoming the stranger is also consistent with our
Wesleyan understanding of grace — assisting those who seek refuge is an outward and tangible
sign of God’s grace for all. It is a sacramental act. The challenged Executive Order will cut off
opportunities for refugees to be resettled as well as opportunities for churches to serve.

Statement of Interest of the Leadership Conference of Women Religious

The Leadership Conference of Women Religious is an association of leaders of
congregations of Catholic sisters in the United Sates. Founded in 1956, LCWR has nearly 1300
members, who represent approximately 38,000 women religious. Catholic sisters began coming
to these shores almost 300 years ago as immigrants to serve immigrant populations and we
continue to this day to minister to new immigrants and refugees in schools, hospitals, and social

service agencies. Communities of women religious across the country are heeding the call of our
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faith to open the doors of our homes and hearts to those most in need and we pledge will
continue to welcome refugees.

Statement of Interest of Unitarian Universalist Service Committee

The Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) is a national 501(c)(3) human
rights organization, inspired by Unitarian Universalist values, with over 40,000 members and
supporters across the country. Founded in 1939, UUSC was created to assist refugees escaping
Nazi-occupied Europe. Since that time, solidarity with people displaced from their homes by
persecution and injustice has been at the heart of UUSC’s mission. Unitarian Universalist
principles emphasize the inherent worth and dignity of all people, regardless of the place they
call home. Maintaining a robust refugee resettlement program is an essential element of how we
express these values in the world.

Statement of Interest of Alliance of Baptists

The Alliance of Baptists is a 501(c)(3) not for profit dedicated to pursuit of God's justice,

partnership in mission. See allianceofbaptists.org/about. The Alliance is a nationwide

organization of progressive Baptists, whose member congregations help with refugee
resettlement in their locale. The Alliance supports those efforts with a yearly offering and join in
advocacy efforts through Church World Services.

Statement of Interest of the Anti-Defamation League

Founded in 1913, ADL (the Anti-Defamation League) is a 501(c)(3) organization that
seeks to stop the defamation of the Jewish people and fights to secure justice and fair treatment
for all. Through its 25 regional offices throughout the United States, ADL provides materials,
programs, and services to combat anti-Semitism and all forms of bigotry and has played an
active role in responding to anti-immigrant fervor. Because of its history fighting discrimination,
including prejudice toward immigrants and refugees, ADL joins this brief that provides the court
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with an important religious perspective on how implementation of this Executive Order will
cause irreparable harm.

Statement of Interest of The Division of Homeland Ministries, Inc.

The Division of Homeland Ministries, Inc., dba Disciples Home Missions (DHM), is a
general ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada,
comprised of 400,000 members and 3,200 congregations. DHM hosts a collective of ministries
which connect Disciples to love God and neighbor through the core areas of evangelism &
congregational transformation, Christian education & faith formation, leadership development,
justice advocacy, and missions networks. The Disciples Refugee & Immigration Ministries
(RIM) of DHM has led congregations in resettling over 40,000 refugees throughout the U.S. and
Canada since WWII, and provides resources for community engagement, advocacy, and
accompaniment with immigrants and refugees. The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is a
member organization of Church World Service, and its congregations resettle refugees through
CWS, as well through other resettlement organizations when located nearby to their
congregations.

Statement of Interest of The Sisters of Mercy of the Americas

The Sisters of Mercy of the Americas (“SOMA”), a Roman Catholic congregation of
about 2,500 sisters and 3,200 associates and companions is committed to stand in solidarity with
immigrants seeking fullness of life. SOMA’s members engage in a wide variety of efforts which
serve the migrant community including direct service in local communities and at the
U.S./Mexico border, visitation at jails, prisons and migrant detention centers, public witness and
legislative advocacy. Our faith calls us to welcome the stranger. The challenged Executive Order
runs counter to that scriptural mandate and endangers some of the most vulnerable women, men

and children among us.
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Statement of Interest of the Friends Committee on National Legislation Education Fund

The Friends Committee on National Legislation Education Fund (FCNLEF) was founded
by the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) to support research, analysis, and education
toward advancing peaceful, ethical, and just federal policies. For decades, FCNLEF has urged
the protection and resettlement of refugees, in compliance with U.S. obligations under
international law and consistent with historical practice, alongside policies that reduce war,
poverty, environmental degradation, and other driving forces of large-scale migration. FCNLEF
works to bring together many faiths in a united voice in support of refugee resettlement and
protection, and to educate policy makers and people around the country of the critical role U.S.
leadership plays in advancing global stability and humanitarian goals. As the world faces the
largest forced displacement crisis in history, the biblical teaching to love thy neighbor is not
simply an ideal. It is a reality we are called to practice every day.

Statement of Interest of Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest

Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization Its
mission is to show kindness, do justice and serve those in need, with the aim to create a just
world where all people can fulfill their basic needs. This mission has led us to resettle thousands
of refugees since 1975 throughout Arizona and in partnership with many faith communities. We
provide comprehensive resettlement services, such as housing, case management, employment,
K-12 refugee education services, women's empowerment, immigration services and advocacy
efforts.

Statement of Interest of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association

The Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association is an association of Reconstructionist
rabbis serving Jewish communities across North America. As children of immigrants, as a
people whose most sacred texts command us to welcome the stranger and provide shelter for the
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homeless, we are committed to refugee and migrant justice as a foundation principle of the
United States. We believe that to shut our doors to immigrants, refugees and asylum seekers is to
turn our back on our fellow human beings and deny our own history.

Statement of Interest of Texas Impact and the Texas Interfaith Center for Public Policy

Texas Impact and the Texas Interfaith Center for Public Policy function as a state council
of Christian, Jewish, and Muslim religious organizations that promote public policy consistent
with the national positions of our member denominations. Texas Impact is a 501(c)(4) Texas
nonprofit corporation, and the Texas Interfaith Center for Public Policy is a 501(c)(3) Texas
nonprofit corporation. At the state level, Refugee Services of Texas is a member of Texas
Impact. At the national level, our member denominations share affiliations with Lutheran
Immigration and Refugee Service, Church World Service, and other resettlement agencies
affected by the challenged Executive Order. Additionally, our member denominations,
congregations, and individuals contribute tithes, volunteers, and name affiliation with local, state,
national and international resettlement agencies and other nonprofits providing services to
refugees.

Statement of Interest of National Justice for Our Neighbors

National Justice for Our Neighbors is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit associated with the
Methodist Church. We are a hospitality ministry that welcomes immigrants by providing
affordable, high-quality immigration legal services to low-income immigrants, engaging in
advocacy for immigrant rights, and offering education to communities of faith and to the public.
Our 18 sites across the country represent refugees seeking green cards and engage in advocacy

for refugees.
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Statement of Interest of Franciscan Action Network

Franciscan Action Network (FAN) is a national non-profit faith- based organization with
53 institutional members and approximately 10,000 individuals located in all 50 states. Based on
the teachings of Jesus, Franciscan values, and Catholic Social Teaching, FAN works in
partnership with other faith organizations to educate and advocate on behalf of Creation, Human
Rights, Immigrants/Refugees and Peace. Our members are committed to welcome immigrants
and refugees and to advocate on their behalf.

Statement of Interest of the Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater Washington

The Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater Washington (“JCRC”) represents
over 100 constituent Jewish agencies, organizations and synagogues in the District of Columbia,
Northern Virginia and suburban Maryland. JCRC serves as the chief advocate for the DC area
Jewish community to elected officials, government agencies, other faith and ethnic communities,
and the media. JCRC has a long history of advocacy and community engagement on public
policy issues directly impacting local refugee and immigrant populations. Over the last several
years JCRC has partnered with organizations including Plaintiff HIAS, to: (1) support legislation
that protects immigrant and refugee populations and the agencies that serve them; and (2)
sponsor programming highlighting our community’s moral commitment to the core American
value of being a welcoming society for all.

Many of JCRC’s member congregations are directly involved in refugee resettlement
efforts, working closely with Lutheran Social Services (“LSS”). For example, the Refugee
Response Team of Adas Israel Congregation, works with local and national organizations to help
refugee families in the Washington DC metropolitan area. Adas volunteers have co-sponsored a
Syrian refugee family, furnished apartments for three refugee families, and mentored recently-

arrived immigrant families. Another example is Washington Hebrew Congregation (WHC),
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partnering with LSS’s Refugee Good Neighbors Program helped a newly arrived refugee family
rebuild their lives in the United States, offering a comprehensive range of services and financial
support to the family, including helping to procure housing and furnish the apartment, stock the
kitchen and fill the closets. Many other congregational members of JCRC are also involved in
assisting with refugee resettlement within the greater Washington, D.C. metropolitan area.

Statement of Interest of American Jewish World Service

American Jewish World Service (AJWS) is gravely concerned about maintaining the US
refugee program which serves as a haven for vulnerable people around the world. As a leading
global organization supporting vulnerable and marginalized people, AJWS works with
communities fighting to access their human rights in 19 countries in the developing world as
they combat the danger, corruption, impunity, and anti-democratic measures that may endanger
their lives. AJWS advocates for the United States to maintain a refugee program with
compassion that reflects our country’s values for people forced to flee their homes.

Statement of Interest of the Milwaukee Jewish Community Relations Council

Representing the consensus of the Milwaukee Jewish community, the Jewish Community
Relations Council (JCRC) of the Milwaukee Jewish Federation speaks on issues of public affairs
and public policy. It reflects and builds consensus among its representative council body.
Throughout the JCRC’s 80-year history, it has repeatedly spoken out in favor of compassionate
policies regarding immigrants and refugees. The JCRC believes that now, when there are more
refugees in the world than at any other time in recorded history, enforcement of the challenged
Executive Order would betray some of our country’s most basic values.

Statement of Interest of the Jewish Labor Committee

The Jewish Labor Committee (“JLC”) is a national organization linking the organized
Jewish community and the organized labor union movement. JLC supports the interests and
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entitlements of legal refugees including their right to settle while their claims are adjudicated and
their right to work while the legal process is ongoing. The Executive Order under challenge
constrains all those rights and entitlements.

Statement of Interest in T’ruah

T'ruah: The Rabbinic Call for Human Rights is a 501(c)(3) organization. T'ruah mobilizes
a network of more than 2,000 rabbis and cantors from all streams of Judaism that, together with
the Jewish community, act on the Jewish imperative to respect and advance the human rights of
all people. As part of its immigration campaign, T'ruah supports Jewish clergy nationwide in
taking action in their communities in support of refugees.

Statement of Interest of the National Council of Jewish Women

The National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) is a grassroots organization of 90,000
volunteers and advocates who turn progressive ideals into action. Inspired by Jewish values,
NCJW strives for social justice by improving the quality of life for women, children, and
families and by safeguarding individual rights and freedoms. NCJW's Resolutions state that
NCJW resolves to work for “Comprehensive, humane, and equitable immigration, refugee,
asylum, and naturalization laws, policies, and practices that facilitate and expedite legal status
and a path to citizenship for more individuals.” Consistent with our Principles and Resolutions,
NCJW seeks leave to file the attached Amicus brief.

Statement of Interest of Ameinu

Ameinu is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation. Ameinu is a national, multi-
generational community of progressive Jews in North America that mobilizes those Jews who
seek opportunities to foster social and economic justice both in Israel and in North America.
Ameinu advocates for the rights of refugees and asylum seekers both in the US and Israel, most
often through participation in larger coalitions.
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Statement of Interest of the Rabbinical Assembly

The Rabbinical Assembly (“RA”) is a membership organization whose members are
Conservative/Masorti Jewish Rabbis. The mandate of the RA is to kindle the passion of the
Jewish People in the service of God, Torah and Klal Yisrael, to strengthen the
Conservative/Masorti movement, and to support the Conservative/Masorti rabbi.

The RA advocates for refugees and their resettlement, working closely with Plaintiff
HIAS and other resettlement organizations. The RA encourages individual rabbis and groups of
rabbis to similarly support refugees and resettlement programs.

Statement of interest of Jeiwsh Alliance for Law and Social Action

The Jewish Alliance for Law and Social Action (JALSA), is a Massachusetts
membership-based non-profit organization, working for social and economic justice, civil rights,
and civil liberties for all people, as grounded in Jewish teachings and values. One of JALSA’s
guiding values is that of Welcoming the Stranger, cited in 36 separate instances in the Torah.
JALSA has long worked on behalf of immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers. It is in the
interest of JALSA to be able to welcome these extremely vulnerable individuals into our
communities without imposition of unwarranted roadblocks.

Ecumenical Catholic Communion

The Ecumenical Catholic Communion is a federation of faith communities across the US
and Poland that join together to live out the Christian Gospel in modern terms. Our mission is to
offer an open and affirming faith community and spiritual home to all people. We have faith
communities in Arizona and California which are engaged with immigration and serving the

needs of migrants and people seeking asylum.
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2. Reason Why Amicus Brief is Desirable

Many faith groups, including some amici, contract directly with the national Resettlement
Agencies (including Plaintiffs in this case) to provide resettlement services including housing,
food, clothing, English lessons, school enrollment for children and help finding employment.
Other of amici provide other services to refugees in their local communities. Still other of amici
advocate at the national, state and local level in favor of allowing for generous levels of refugee
resettlement and provision of necessary services to assist in resettlement. These actions are
taken as part of the faith mission of amici. Amici’s perspective is important to inform the Court
of the type of irreparable harm that amici will suffer if the challenged Executive Order and
implementing regulations are not preliminarily enjoined.

3. This Brief is Filed in Support of Plaintiffs’ Motion for Preliminary Injunction.

4. Counsel for neither party participated, in whole or in part, in the drafting of this brief.

5. No party, or its counsel, contributed money to fund the preparation or submission of this
brief.

WHEREFORE, Amici identified above respectfully request that they be permitted to file

the attached Amicus Brief.
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Respectively submitted,

STINSON LLP

/s/ Michael E. Tucci

Michael E. Tucci, D.Md. # 14744
STINSON LLP

1775 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Suite 800

Washington, DC 20006

Phone: (202) 728-3010

Fax: (202) 572-9942
michael.tucci@stinson.com

Attorney for Jewish Council for Public
Affairs, and signing with permission of
the other Amici

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned certifies that on this 13th day of December, 2019, that a true copy of the
foregoing was filed electronically with the Clerk of the Court to be served by operation of the
Court’s electronic filing system to all counsel of record.

/s/ Michael E. Tucci
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